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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2015-97
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Schellenberg
Date of Introduction: January 27, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F, RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: January 29, 2015
Type of Action: Amending previous ordinance; emergency action request
Bill Summary: The bill amends previous Ordinance 2013-264-E to extend the date by which council district recreation funds deriving from Loblolly Wetlands Mitigation Fund revenue must be expended from September 30, 2014 to June 30, 2015. Emergency approval of the bill on first reading is requested.
Background Information: The Loblolly Wetlands Mitigation Fund was created in 2003 in conjunction with the purchase of 4,878 acres of land on the Westside and the formation of the Loblolly wetlands mitigation bank to provide wetlands credits to mitigate for the effects of Better Jacksonville Plan projects on regulated wetlands.  Ordinance 2013-264-E appropriated $2,040,000 in revenue from the sale of “excess” credits to the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens and appropriated $200,000 to each of the 14 Council districts for park improvement purposes. The ordinance required that the district park funds be expended by September 30, 2014 or revert to the fund of origin. This bill extends the expenditure deadline by an additional 9 months to June 30, 2015.
Policy Impact Area: Recreational improvement
Fiscal Impact: None – the bill extends the deadline for use of existing funds before reversion to the originating fund.
Analyst: Clements
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